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GE 20F – Mr. Shuhyta

Geographical Issues of the 21st Century
GE20F
Instructor: Mr. Shuhyta
Welcome!!  I am looking forward to working with you for the semester.  This course outline is intended to inform you of my classroom rules and policies so that we may avoid disagreements or misunderstandings in the future.  I have high expectations for all my students and I am here to help everyone to be successful in achieving their goals. 
Classroom Rules & Expectations:

1. Show Up & Be On Time

· Be aware of the School Attendance Policy

· Late arrivals are a disruption and will not be tolerated.

2. Be Prepared

· Have all necessary materials:

· Pen, paper, texts

· Homework & Assignments Completed

3. Be Respectful

· To Others
· Disruptive and Improper Behavior will not be tolerated
· To Property
· Books and materials will be treated properly.
4. Be Responsible

· Use Common Sense!!
· Missed Classes/Tests
5. When In Doubt, Ask!!

· Leaving the Classroom
· Difficulties/Questions with content
Required Materials:

· All students are expected to have the following:

· A three ring binder

· Loose leaf paper

· Dividers (if available)

· Students who are not able to obtain any of the above materials are encouraged to speak with me to make other arrangements.

Course Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated throughout the course by means of in class assignments, homework assignments as well as group projects.  There will be a test following each of the five units.  All students will write a final exam at the end of the course with the marks for all work being calculated as listed below.  
Term work:     80% (includes quizzes and tests (40%) and projects, daily work, etc (40%)

Exam:

20% (there is one cumulative exam at the end of the semester)

TOTAL - 
100% = final mark

Students will be studying geographic issues throughout the semester in the following units:
Unit 1: Geographic Literacy

· Map skills, exploring physical and human geography; global environment types; importance of environmental stewardship; ecological footprint

Unit 2: Natural Resources

· Variety, location and use of various resources; resource development and sustainability issues (i.e. water and forestry)

Unit 3: Food from the Land

· Where and how food is produced, and how that has changed over time; major issues in agriculture (i.e. sustainability, GMOs, factory farms)
Unit 4: Industry and Trade

· How industry is organized and where it is located; current issues related to globalization and the impacts of our consumer choices
Unit 5: Urban Places

· The social and organizational complexity of cities; environmental issues (i.e. urban sprawl, water/waste disposal)
Late Assignments:

· Deadlines for assignments and projects are important.  It is expected that students will observe and adhere to all due dates by handing assignments in on time.

· If an assignment is going to be late due to valid and unavoidable circumstances, please make arrangements with me in advance.

Missed Tests:
· If a student must miss a scheduled test, a note or phone call from a parent/guardian is necessary in order for alternate arrangements to be made. If a student chooses to miss a test without explanation from a parent/guardian the student will be required to rewrite the test at a later date and time, decided upon between the teacher and student, during that semester’s exam period. Until that point, the student will receive a mark of zero.

Questions/Concerns:

· Students who encounter course-related problems are encouraged to approach me for assistance.  I will often be available at noon hour as well as before and after school.  

· To guarantee an appropriate and sufficient time frame, please see me in advance to set up an appointment.

I wish all students the best of luck.

Don’t hesitate to approach me with any questions or concerns that you have.

Instructor: Mr. J. Shuhyta
E-Mail: jshuhyta@lssd.ca
Phone: 204-482-6926 
Room: 233
Website: http://jshuhyta.weebly.com/
